MY LORD

AND

MY GOD

ESSAYSON
MODERN RELIGION,
THE BIBLE

AND

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

by

Theodore Pitcairn

Exposition Press « New York

First Printi kg, March 1967
Second Printing, March 1967
Third Printing, April 1967
Fourth Printing, Augnst 1967
Fifth Printing, September 1967

EXPOSITION PRESS INC.
386 Park Avenue South New York, NY. 10016

FIRST EDITION

© 1967 by Theodore Pitcairn. All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction in whole or in part
in any form except for short quotationsin critical essays and reviews.
Manufactured in the United States of America

EP 45677



CONTENTS

PROLOGUE

PART ONE

Problemsin Today' s World and Their Solution

CHAPTER 1
The Doubting Thomas
Why It Is Difficult to Believe That Jesus Is God
Has Creation a Purpose?
How Can We Know God?
God Willed to Be Conjoined With Man
Pride and Conceit
Innocence and Sophistication
Atheists and Agnostics
Conservatives and Progressives
Further Reason for Obscurity as to Who Jesus Was
Why God Became Incarnate
Three Possihilities for an Idea as to Who Jesus Was
God Is Ever Seeking Man

CHAPTER 2
Adam and Eve, the Serpent and the Cherubim
Why God Permits Evil
The Cherubim

CHAPTER 3

The Two Gates

Vi

CHAPTER 4
The Logos
The Negative Attitude
Augustine
Two States of the Lord While on Earth

CHAPTER5
The Trinity
Other-Worldliness
Could God Become Angry?
Why There IsaHell
God Is Infinitely Merciful

11
11
13
13
14
17
20
25
26
29
81
82

37
38

44

Contents

47
49
49
51

52
52
54
55
57



CHAPTER 6
Redemption
Why the Lord Was Born of aVirgin

CHAPTER 7
The Two Great Commandments
The Lord's Command to the Y oung Man
Naaman the Leper

PART TWO

An Explication of Genesis and
Certain Other Chapters of the Bible
Based on the Work * Arcana Coelestia”
by Emanuel Swedenborg

INTRODUCTION
Fulfilling the Law
The Bible or Word of God

CHAPTER 1
Noah and the Dove
Noah Opens a Window and Sends Forth
First aRaven, Then aDove
The Dove

Contents

CHAPTER 2
The Tower of Babel

CHAPTER 3
The Patriarchs

CHAPTER 4

The Call of Abram

Abram Goesto Egypt

Sarai Cdled Abram’s Sister

CHAPTER5
Lot

CHAPTER 6
Warsin the Word of the Lord

CHAPTER 7
The Terror of Great Darkness

CHAPTER 8
|shmael

60
68

69
72
75

79
81

85

86

vii

92

96

98
100
102

106

110

118

122



CHAPTER 9
Abraham Goes to Gerar

CHAPTER 10
Abraham’ s Temptation to Sacrifice |saac

CHAPTER 11
Jacob and Esau

CHAPTER 12

Joseph
Joseph and Potiphar arid His Wife

CHAPTER 13
Joseph, His Brethren and the Egyptians
Joseph’ s Dreams

viii

CHAPTER 14

The Ten Commandments, or Deca ogue

“1 am Jehovah (the Lord) thy God”

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me’

“Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah
thy God in vain”

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy”

“Honor thy father and thy mother”

“Thou shalt nat kill”

“Thou shalt not commit adultery”

“Thou shalt not steal”

“Thou sha't not bear false withess
against thy neighbor”

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house,
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’ s wife,
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant,
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that
isthy neighbor’s”

CHAPTER 15
The Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg

CHAPTER 16
The Samaritan Woman at the Well

CHAPTER 17
Baptism and the Holy Supper

127

184

141

149
151

162
163

Contents

173
175
178

179
180
181
182
183
184

186

187

190

193

200



PART THREE

The Second Coining of the Lord—
Swedenborg and “ The Lord’s New Church”

CHAPTER 1
The Second Coming of the Lord 209
CHAPTER 2
Swedenborg: Y outh and Scientific Period 223
Contents iX
Swedenborg' s Theological Period 229
Swedenborg at Fifty-five Commences a New Work 230
Skepticism About Swedenborg 233
Why Swedenborg' s Declarations
Are Not Generally Accepted 234
The Spiritual World 236
Swedenborg' s Theol ogical Writings 239
Swedenborg Not a Mystic 239
The Style of the Theological
Writings of Swedenborg 244
CHAPTER 3
Beginning of the New Church
and Its Spiritua Devel opment 247
What the Writings of Swedenborg
Say About Themselves 249
Can We Surely Know Truth? 253
The Understanding of the Word 255
The Genuine Church 272
EPILOGUE 277
POSTSCRIPT

The Religious Turmoail of the Mid-Nineteen-Sixties 281



